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or conservation values. Living resources in-
clude natural and cultured plant life, fish, 
shellfish, marine mammals, and wildlife. 
Nonliving resources include energy sources, 
minerals, and chemical substances.

(g) The term marine environment used 
in the definition for ‘‘ocean and coastal 
resources’’ in § 917.2(e) and used else-
where in these regulations is as defined 
at 33 U.S.C. 1122(6) and means:

the coastal zone, as defined in Section 304(1) 
of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 
(16 U.S.C. 1453(1)); the seabed, subsoil, and 
waters of the territorial sea of the United 
States; the waters of any zone over which 
the United States asserts exclusive fishery 
management authority; the waters of the 
high seas; and the seabed and subsoil of and 
beyond the outer Continental Shelf.

(h) The term person is as defined at 33 
U.S.C. 1122(9) and means: ‘‘any indi-
vidual; any public or private corpora-
tion, partnership, or other association 
or entity (including any Sea Grant Col-
lege, Sea Grant Regional Consortium, 
education, institute, or laboratory); or 
any state, political subdivision of a 
state, or agency or officer thereof.’’

(i) The term Sea Grant College is as 
defined at 33 U.S.C. 1122(10) and means: 
‘‘any public or private institution of 
higher education which is designated 
as such by the Secretary . . .’’ pursu-
ant to regulations promulgated at 15 
CFR part 918. 

(j) The term Sea Grant Program is as 
defined at 33 U.S.C. 1122(11) and means: 
‘‘any program which’’ (1) is adminis-
tered by a Sea Grant College, Sea 
Grant Regional Consortium, institu-
tion of higher education, institute, lab-
oratory, or state or local agency; and 
(2) includes two or more projects in-
volving one or more of the following 
activities in fields related to ocean and 
coastal resources: 

(i) Research, 
(ii) Education, 
(iii) Training, or 
(iv) Advisory services. 
(k) The term Sea Grant Program Direc-

tors means the local Directors of the 
Sea Grant coherent area programs, 
insititutional programs, Sea Grant Col-
leges, and Sea Grant Regional Con-
sortia. 

(l) The term Sea Grant Regional Con-
sortium is as defined at 33 U.S.C. 
1122(12) and means: ‘‘any association or 

alliance which is designated as such by 
the Secretary . . .’’ pursuant to regula-
tions promulgated at 15 CFR part 918. 

(m) The term state is as defined at 33 
U.S.C. 1122 (14) and means: ‘‘any state 
of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Mariana Islands, or any other 
territory or possession of the United 
States.’’ 

(n) The term developing foreign na-
tions includes any foreign nation other 
than a foreign nation that is ineligible 
for designation under section 502(b) of 
the Trade Act of 1974, (19 U.S.C. 2462(b)) 
as a benificiary developing country 
under Title of that Act.

Subpart B—Sea Grant Matched 
Funding Program

§ 917.10 General. 
(a) 33 U.S.C. 1124(a) establishes a pro-

gram for the funding of Sea Grant Pro-
grams and projects dealing with ma-
rine research, marine education and 
training, and/or marine advisory serv-
ices, that are designed to achieve the 
objective of the Act and that generally 
respond to the needs of individual 
states or regions. Included as a part of 
this program is the Sea Grant Fellow-
ship Program, established by 33 U.S.C. 
1127. Any person may apply to the Of-
fice of Sea Grant for Sea Grant 
Matched Funding Program Monies, ex-
cept for Sea Grant Fellowship funding. 
Sea Grant Fellowship funding may be 
granted only to Sea Grant Colleges, 
Sea Grant Regional Consortia, institu-
tions of higher education, and profes-
sional associations and institutions. 

(b) Federal Sea Grant funding for the 
section 1124(a) Matched Funding Pro-
gram cannot exceed 662⁄3 percent of the 
total cost of the project involved.

§ 917.11 Guidelines for Sea Grant Fel-
lowships. 

(a) Sea Grant Fellowships are de-
signed to provide educational and 
training assistance to qualified individ-
uals at the undergraduate and graduate 
levels of education in fields related to 
ocean and coastal resources. The objec-
tive of the program is to increase the 
national supply of individuals educated 
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and trained in the assessment, develop-
ment, utilization, and conservation of 
ocean and coastal resources. The pur-
pose of this section is to provide guide-
lines regarding the content of applica-
tions for Sea Grant Fellowship funding. 

(b) Funding will be made to eligible 
entities (see § 917.10 of this part) that 
are selected to award and administer 
Sea Grant Fellowships. Fellowships 
will not be awarded directly to stu-
dents by the Office of Sea Grant. The 
entity receiving Fellowship funding 
will select the students to be awarded 
the Fellowships and will handle the ad-
ministration of the Fellowships. 

(c) Proposals for Fellowship funding 
will be expected to address (1) the na-
ture and focus of the proposed Fellow-
ship Program, (2) the utilization of in-
stitutional or other appropriate re-
sources in the education and training 
of Sea Grant Fellows, (3) the method of 
advertising availability of the Fellow-
ships, (4) the method of selection of re-
cipients, and (5) the terms of tenure 
and method of determining continuity 
of tenure. 

(d) Innovation and uniqueness will be 
significant factors in the determina-
tion of which proposals will be funded. 
Another factor considered will be the 
potential of the proposed program to 
stimulate interest in marine related 
careers among those individuals; for 
example, minorities, women, and the 
handicapped whose previous back-
ground or training might not have gen-
erated such an interest. 

(e) The total amount that may be 
provided for grants under the Sea 
Grant Fellowship Program during any 
fiscal year cannot exceed an amount 
equal to five percent of the total funds 
appropriated for the Matched Funding 
Program for that year. Fellowship pro-
grams are subject to the requirement 
of a minimum of 331⁄3 percent matching 
funds from non-Federal sources to 
which all Matched Funding Program 
projects are subject. Indirect costs are 
not allowable for either the Fellow-
ships or for any costs associated with 
the Fellowships. 

Considering the variations in the cost-
of-living and the differences in tuition, 
fees, etc., between one college or uni-
versity and another, the amount of 

money requested and awarded per Fel-
lowship may vary.

Subpart C—National Projects
§ 917.20 General. 

(a) 33 U.S.C. 1125 requires the Sec-
retary to identify specific national 
needs and problems relative to ocean 
and coastal resources. This responsi-
bility has been delegated to the Admin-
istrator. The designation is intended to 
focus public attention on needs and 
problems of the marine environment 
that are considered to be of particular 
national importance at a given point in 
time. 

(b) 33 U.S.C. 1125 provides for the 
funding of national projects in marine 
research, marine education and train-
ing, and marine advisory services that 
are designed to deal with the national 
needs and problems concerning ocean 
and coastal resources identified by the 
Administrator. 

(c) The Administrator will identify 
the national needs and problems apart 
from considerations of Office of Sea 
Grant funding for ‘‘National Projects’’ 
responsive to national needs and prob-
lems that are identified.

§ 917.21 National needs and problems. 
(a) The Administrator will, periodi-

cally, publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
the identified national needs and prob-
lems with respect to ocean and coastal 
resources at a given point in time. 

(b) Suggestions from the general pub-
lic as to the identity of national needs 
and problems may be submitted to the 
Office of Sea Grant at any time. These 
suggestions will be reviewed by the Of-
fice of Sea Grant and the Sea Grant 
Review Panel, and those receiving a 
positive critique will be forwarded to 
the Administrator. In addition, sugges-
tions concerning the identification of 
national needs and problems will be re-
quested from the Sea Grant Program 
Directors. 

(c) The Administrator has identified 
the following as currently being na-
tional needs and problems with respect 
to ocean and coastal resources:global 
and regional climate and primary pro-
ductivity. 

(1) Improve the prediction of extreme 
natural events and their effects on 
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